
The Story of SACS 
Coding
JOANNE FOUNTAIN & BERENICE OCEGUERA

OCTOBER 2021
info@charteradmin.com
916.649.6461

mailto:info@charteradmin.com


Introduction

• Chief Executive Officer at Delta Managed Solutions
• Former Finance Director at Delta Managed Solutions

• Former Executive Director Dixon Montessori Charter 
School
• 8+ Years

• Educator – California and Nevada 
• 15+ Years

Joanne Fountain

• Controller at Delta Managed Solutions
• 8 years in the Charter world
• 6+ years in accounting and finance for charter schools

Berenice Oceguera
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Objective

Today you will acquire an 
understanding of:

 the history of SACS coding,

 coding through story telling,

 the benefits for your students.
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Overview of 
SACS

The official chart of accounts for LEAs is based on the Standardized 
Account Code Structure (SACS) established by the California Department 
of Education (CDE).

SACS was developed by CDE to: 

• Establish a consistent Chart of Accounts statewide to improve financial 
data reporting and comparability.

• Reduce the LEA’s burden on preparing required reports
• Meet federal compliance guidelines
• Ensure district and county offices compliance with generally accepted 

accounting principles (GAAP).
• Create logical framework to determine use of funds.
• Provide better information to all stakeholders.

Charter Schools are not required under Edcode to report using the SACS 
code, but some authorizers request the use of it instead of the Alternative 
Form reporting. 

For the complete 600 page CSAM Manual:
California School Accounting Manual Complete 2019 Edition - Definitions, 
Instructions, & Procedures (CA Dept of Education)

Standardized

Account 

Code

Structure
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/ac/sa/documents/csam2019complete.pdf


Chart of Accounts

A list of all the financial accounts in the general ledger of a local educational agency (LEA), 
and the numbers or codes assigned to them is called a chart of accounts.

The chart of accounts is the basis for what accounts may be used when recording a 
particular transaction.

SACS is an account string containing seven numerically coded fields.  The fields are used in 
combinations to classify revenues, expenses, and balance sheet accounts for financial 
reporting. 
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Coding Strings –What do they mean???

62-0000-0-0000-7200-5800-000

62-0000-0-1110-1000-4300-000

62-0000-0-0000-2700-4300-000

62-0000-0-0000-2700-4400-000

62-6500-0-5760-1190-5100-000

62-0000-0-0000-2700-5900-000
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A Coding Story
Once upon a time,

there was an invoice…. 

Which bank account/school needs to pay 
it? 

Where’s the money coming from? 

Who is the money being spent on?

In which department?

What is being purchased?

Wait... there could be more?
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62-0000-0-1110-1000-4300-000
Which?           62        ABC Charter

Where?         0000     Unrestricted General Fund

Who?             1110     General Education Students

In Which?      1000     Instruction

What?            4300     Materials and Supplies

Wait?              000       No other site specifications               

The Rainbow Resources Invoice for ABC Charter is to be paid from the unrestricted general funds  
because the instructional materials and supplies are for general education students and no 
further explanation is needed. 
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The Fields
FUND - RESOURCE - PROJECT - GOAL - FUNCTION - OBJECT - School

XX - XXXX - X - XXXX - XXXX - XXXX - XXX

62 - 0000 - 0 - 1110 - 1000 - 1100 - 000
Which 

school?
Where’s the 

money coming 
from? (State, 
Federal, etc.)

Almost always 
0 (zero)

Who is the 
money being 

spent on?

Which 
department?

What are you 
purchasing?

Optional
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XX -
62 -

Which school?

FUND

Identifies the Fund that is being affected by the transactions 
whether it’s receiving revenue or paying an expense.
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Resource
Tracks those activities that are funded with revenues that have 
special accounting or reporting requirements or that are legally 
restricted.

Look at it as separate pots of money. 
Cannot transfer funds between Resources. 

XXXX -
0000 -

Where’s the money coming from? (State, Federal, Local, etc.)
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Resource Code Structure

0000-1999  Unrestricted
1000-1999 Special Accounting Required

2000-9999 Restricted 
3000-5999  Federal Resources Restricted
6000-7999  State Resources Restricted
8000-9999  Local Resources Restricted
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Resources - Unrestricted
Resource 
Code

Resource Description

0000 Unrestricted

0001-0999 Unrestricted: Locally defined and then rolled up to 0000

1100 Lottery – Non-Prop 20

1400 Education Protection Account  - EPA
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Resources – Federal (3000-5999)
Resource 
Code

Resource Description

3010 Title 1

3210 ESSER – Covid
3220 Learning Loss Mitigation: CR Fund

3310 IDEA SPED
3327 Mental Health - ERMHS

4035 Title II

4127 Title IV
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Resources – State (6000-7999)
Resource 
Code

Resource Description

6030 Charter School Facility Grant Program

6300 Lottery – Prop 20 – Instructional Materials

6500 SPED

6512 Mental Health - ERMHS

7420 Learning Loss Mitigation
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Resources – Local (8000-9999)
Resource 
Code

Resource Description

8100 Routine Repair and Maintenance

8150 Ongoing and Major Maintenance Account

9000-9999 Locally defined

9010 Roll up for all under 9000-9999
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Project Year
Extremely rare for this field to be needed. 
Used to distinguish grants whose “project year” or “reporting year’ 
is different from the LEA fiscal year.

X -
0 -

Almost always zero!
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Goal
Tracks the instructional setting or group of students who are 
receiving the instructional services.

XXXX -

1110 -

Who is the money being spent on?
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Goal – Common basic codes
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Function
Identifies activities or services performed to support or accomplish 
one or more goals or objectives in a certain department.

XXXX -

1000 -

Which department?
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Function
Code Description Notes
0000 General/Undefined
1000 Instruction
1190 Specialized Instruction SpEd Only
2700 School Program Admin With in the school
3600 Pupil Transport To and from school (Not Field Trips)
3700 Food Services
7191 Audit Expenses
7200 Central Admin Outside the school (District Office)
8100 Maintenance and Operations

8700 Facility Rents & Leases Long-term Only
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Goals and Functions work together!
They show who is being served, and the department.

COMMON GOAL-FUNCTION PAIRINGS

0000-2700 For General Admin.

(Unspecified-School Program Admin) Ex: Miscellaneous Office Supplies.

1110-1000 For Instruction.

(Instruction-Instruction) Ex: Teacher Salaries

5760-1190 For Special Education.

(SpEd – Instructional- Specialized Instruction) Ex: Special education vendors. 
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Object
Classifies expenditures according to the types of items purchased or 
services obtained.
Classifies revenues by the general source and type of revenue. 
Classifies balance sheet accounts as assets, liabilities, or fund 
balance.

XXXX -
1100 -

What are you purchasing?
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Object Code Structure

1000-1999 Certificated Salaries 6000-6999 Capital Outlay

2000-2999 Classified Salaries 7000-7999 Other Outgo

3000-3999 Benefits 8000-8999 Revenue

4000-4999 Materials and Supplies 9100-9499 Assets

5000-5999 Services and Other 
Operating 

9500-9799 Liabilities and Net Position
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Flexibility 
Allowed

LEAs may use their own 
locally defined codes to 
reflect accounting detail.

Locally defined object codes 
can be created in all but the 
3000’s and then rolled up for 
reporting data to CDE.

Examples: 

1000-1999  Certificated Personnel Salaries

1100 Certificated Teachers’ Salaries

1110 - Language Teacher
1120 - Math Teacher

1200 Certificated Pupil Support Salaries

1300 Certificated Supervisors’ and Administrators’ Salaries

1310 - Principal
1320 - Dean of Students

1900 Other Certificated Salaries
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More Examples 
with 
Flexibilities

2000-2999                         Classified Salaries

2100 Classified Instructional Salaries
2110 - TA
2120 - SPED TA

2200    Classified Support Salaries
2210 - Maintenance
2220 - Lunch Assistant

2300 Classified Supervisors’ and Administrators’ Salaries

2310 - Principal (Non-Credentialed)

2400 Clerical, Technical, and Office Staff Salaries
2410 - IT Manager

2900 Other Classified Salaries
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3000-3999 Benefits

*Restricted by CDE

** See CSAM for the complete list.
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More Examples 
with 
Flexibilities

4000-4999                                              Materials and Supplies

4100 Approved Textbooks and Core Curricula Materials
4110 - Language Arts
4120 - History

4200 Books and Other Reference Materials

4300 Materials and Supplies
4310 - Classroom
4320 - Office

4400 Non-Capitalized Equipment
4410 - Student Chromebooks

4700 Food
4710 - Student Nutrition services (Regular 
breakfast/lunch service)
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More Examples 
with 
Flexibilities

5000-5999             Services and Other Operating Expenditures

5100      Subagreements for Services

5200 Travel and Conferences

5300 Dues and Memberships

5400 Insurance

5500 Operations and Housekeeping Services

5600 Rentals, Leases, Repairs, and Noncapitalized Improvements

5700 Indirect Costs

5800 Professional/Consultant Services and Operating Expenditures

5900 Communication
5910 - Phones
5920 - Internet
5930 - Postage
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School Specific 
Example

Object Description Notes
4100 Curriculum Consumable, Non-Consumable, Digital, Software
4310 Student Materials & Supplies Classroom, teacher or student learning materials and supplies
4320 Office Supplies General staff materials and supplies
4330 Meals & Events On-Campus Meals, Events, Incentives (student and staff)
4400 Non-Capitalized Equipment Tangible Technology and Supplies under threshold
5100 SPED Consultants and Vendors SPED only (OT, Psych, Speech, etc.)
5200 Travel and Conferences Professional Development (Off Campus)

5300 Dues & Memberships CCSA, NEA  Selpa, WASC, Rotary,etc. (Not Software)

5400 Insurance Not WC or Employee Benefits
5500 Operations & Housekeeping Roll-Up Account
5510 Utilities Gas, electric, water, garbage
5520 Janitorial Services Including Supplies with Contract
5610 Rent & Leases Long-Term only
5620 Equipment Leases Copiers, etc.
5630 Maintenance & Repair Minor general maintenance
5800 Professional Services Services that are non-instructional (IT consultants, etc.)
5810 Legal Attorney Fees
5820 Audit & CPA Annual audit, tax services, Form 990 Prep
5825 Business Services Back-office services
5835 Field Trips Tickets, Buses, etc.
5840 Advertising Recruiting or publicity campaigns, Radio
5850 Oversight Fees District/County oversight fees, Fees paid to Authorizer
5860 Service Fees Bank Fees
5870 Livescan Fingerprinting Livescan, drug test, background check
5880 Instructional Vendors & Consultants Not SPED
5910 Telephone Phone Services

5920 Telecom & Internet Wireless, data and network fees

5930 Postage Pitney Bowes, stamps, shipping, UPS/Fedex

“Cheat Sheet” at a basic level with 
Object codes only.
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Objects for General 
Instruction Students

Goal Function Object Description

1110 1000 4100 Approved Textbooks and Core 
Curricula Materials Curriculum

4200 Books and Other Reference Materials

4300 Materials & Supplies

4400 Non-Capitalized Equipment

4700 Food

5200 Travel and Conferences

5300 Dues & Memberships

5800 Professional/Consultant Services and 
Operating Expenditures
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Objects for 
School Program 
Administration

Goal Function Object Description Notes/Vendors

0000 2700 4300
5200 Travel & 

Conferences
Professional 
Development (Off-
Campus)

5300 Dues & 
Memberships

A Plus Membership

5800 Professional 
Services

Services not directly 
related to Instruction 
(IT consultants, etc.)
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Objects for 
Transportation, 
Food Services,  
Audits,
Rents & Leases

Goal Function Object Description Notes

0000 3600 5800 Professional Services Buses, etc. (Not 
Field Trips)

0000 3600 4300 Materials & Supplies Fuel for pupil  
transport

0000 3600 5600 Maintenance & Repair Bus Repairs

0000 3700 4700 School lunches
0000 7191 5820 Audit & CPA
0000 8700 5610 Rent & Leases Long-Term only
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Objects for
Central
Administration

Goal Function Object Description Notes
0000 7200 4300 Office Supplies

4400 Non-Capitalized Equipment Tangible Technology and supplies 
under Threshold

5200 Travel & Conferences Professional Development-Off 
Campus

5300 Dues & Memberships A Plus Membership

5400 Insurance Not WC or Employee benefits

5600 Equipment Leases Copiers, etc.

5800 Professional Services Non- Instructional on Campus 
services

5810 Legal

5825 Business Services

5840 Advertising

5850 Oversight Fees

5855 Interest Expense Short Term

5860 Service Fees Bank Fees, late charges

5870 Live Scan Fingerprinting

5910 Telephone

5920 Telecom & Internet Wireless, data and network fees

5930 Postage
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Objects for 
Maintenance, 
Operations & 
Repairs

Goal Function Object Description Notes

0000 8100 5500 Operations & 
Housekeeping

Roll-Up Account

5510 Utilities Divide out if instructed by 
lead

5520 Janitorial Services Including 
Supplies with Contract

5620 Equipment 
Leases

Copiers, Rug Cleaners, 
Etc. 

5630 Maintenance & 
Repair

Minor general 
maintenance
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Objects for 
Revenues

Are defined by CDE
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Resource Goal Function Object Description

0000 0000 0000 8011 LCFF State Aid
1400 0000 0000 8012 Education Protection 

Account (EPA)
1100 0000 0000 8560 Lottery (non-prop 20)
3010 0000 0000 8290 Title I, Part A
3310 5001 0000 8311 SPED: AB602
6500 5001 0000 8181 SPED: IDEA

0000 0000 0000 8699 Misc. Donations

 LCFF Sources 8010-8099
 Federal Revenue 8100-8299
 Other State Revenue 8300-8799
 Other Local Revenue 8600-8799



Objects for 
Assets 
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Goal Function Object Description

0000 0000 9110 Cash in County Treasury

9120 Cash in Banks

9200 Accounts Receivable

9330 Prepaid Expenditures

9440 Equipment

9445 Accumulated Depreciation -
Equipment

 Assets 9110-9489



Objects for 
Liabilities & Net 
Position
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Goal Function Object Description

0000 0000 9500 Accounts Payable

9501-
9589

AP – Locally Defined

9640 Current Loans

9669 Other Long-Term Liabilities

0000 0000 9791 Beginning Fund Balance

9793 Audit Adjustments

 Liabilities 8500-9689
 Fund Balance/Net Position 9700-9799



AP Examples 
with 
Flexibilities

9501-9589                         AP – Locally Defined

9500 Accounts Payable
9505 – Medical Benefits
9511 – Federal Tax
9512 – State Tax
9513 – OASDI 
9514 – EFT Direct Deposit
9515 – Voluntary Insurance
9516 – Voluntary FSA
9517 – Voluntary 406B 
9525 – STRS 
9526 – PERS
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School 

Should be built into coding for future use.

XXX -
000 -

Mandated field but not required for reporting
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Flexible to fit 
your school’s 

needs

Examples: 

 LCAP 
Goal 1 Action 1 =  101
Goal 1 Action 2 =  102

 Classroom Accounts
Room 1 =  001
Room 2 =  002

 Student Accounts
John Smith   =  023
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Creating your 
Story !

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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Practice time!
YMC invoice: 

Which school?

Where’s the money coming from?

Who is the money being spent on? 

Which Department? 

What are you purchasing? 

Wait- is there more?
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Practice time!
Office Depot, Inc. invoice: 

Which school?

Where’s the money coming from?

Who is the money being spent on? 

Which Department? 

What are you purchasing? 

Wait- is there more?
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62-0000-0-0000-2700-4300-000



Practice time!
Rainbow Resource invoice: 

Which school?

Where’s the money coming from?

Who is the money being spent on? 

Which Department? 

What are you purchasing? 

Wait- is there more?

© 2021 DELTA MANAGED SOLUTIONS, INC

62-0000-0-1110-1000-4310-000



Practice time!
Tech to School invoice: 

Which school?

Where’s the money coming from?

Who is the money being spent on? 

Which Department? 

What are you purchasing? 

Wait- is there more?
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Practice time!
McColgan & Associates invoice: 

Which school?

Where’s the money coming from?

Who is the money being spent on? 

Which Department? 

What are you purchasing? 

Wait- is there more?
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62-6500-0-5760-1190-5100-000



Practice time!
UPS invoice: 

Which school?

Where’s the money coming from?

Who is the money being spent on? 

Which Department? 

What are you purchasing? 

Wait- is there more?
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How to start the 
process

Be Proactive
• Set coding up ahead of time and be 

specific.

Collaborate
• Set Monthly Finance meetings to 

review status
• Follow up with Academic meetings to 

readdress focus

K.I.S.S.- Keep it simple silly!
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Recap Benefits

Redirects focus to student/school goals consistently

Accurately report to the State and Federal departments

Changes in legislature cannot be correctly determined if 
information is not reported correctly. 
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Questions & Comments
Joanne Fountain
joanne.fountain@charteradmin.com

Berenice Oceguera
Berenice@charteradmin.com

www.charteradmin.com
info@charteradmin.com
916.649.6461

Delta Managed Solutions, Inc. 
1451 River Park Drive, Suite 180 • Sacramento, CA 95815

mailto:Joanne.fountain@charteradmin.com
mailto:Berenice@charteradmin.com
http://www.charteradmin.com/

	The Story of SACS Coding
	Introduction
	Objective
	Overview of SACS
	Chart of Accounts
	Coding Strings –What do they mean???
	A Coding Story
	62-0000-0-1110-1000-4300-000�
	The Fields
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Resource Code Structure
	Resources - Unrestricted
	Resources – Federal (3000-5999)
	Resources – State (6000-7999)
	Resources – Local (8000-9999)
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Goal – Common basic codes��
	Slide Number 20
	Function
	Goals and Functions work together!�They show who is being served, and the department.
	Slide Number 23
	Object Code Structure
	Flexibility Allowed
	More Examples with �Flexibilities
	3000-3999 Benefits��
	More Examples with �Flexibilities
	More Examples with �Flexibilities
	School Specific Example
	Objects for General Instruction Students
	Objects for School Program Administration
	Objects for Transportation, Food Services,  Audits,�Rents & Leases
	Objects for�Central�Administration
	Objects for Maintenance, Operations & Repairs
	Objects for Revenues
	Objects for Assets 
	Objects for Liabilities & Net Position
	AP Examples with �Flexibilities
	Slide Number 40
	Flexible to fit your school’s needs�
	Creating your Story !
	Practice time!
	Practice time!
	Practice time!
	Practice time!
	Practice time!
	Practice time!
	How to start the process
	Recap Benefits
	Questions & Comments

